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PAWS NY Receives Grant From Marta Heflin Foundation  
To Formalize Innovative Foster and Emergency Care Program 

 
New York, NY, February 22, 2018  – Pets Are Wonderful Support (PAWS NY) is thrilled 
to announce that it has been awarded a generous $10,000 grant from Marta Heflin Foundation 
for its Foster and Emergency Care Program. Through this program, PAWS NY cares for pets 
whose guardians are hospitalized or facing medical emergencies.  Individuals often neglect 
medical care and place their health at risk if they cannot find someone to care for their pets in 
their absence. The goal of the Foster and Emergency Care Program is to ensure that clients 
have access to pet care so they do not deny their own need for hospitalization or otherwise put 
their health at risk.   
 
Currently, assistance through this program is limited to existing PAWS NY clients already 
receiving care through the organization’s Housecall Program – a program that sends volunteers 
into clients’ homes to assist with daily tasks such as dog walking and cat care.  If an individual is 
hospitalized and needs care but is not already part of the Housecall Program, PAWS NY has 
not been able to assist. As a small organization with limited resources, PAWS NY has had to 
limit the number of people they help in order to maintain the quality of care for those who are 
receiving services. PAWS NY is the only nonprofit in New York City dedicated exclusively to 
providing direct services to help vulnerable New Yorkers and their pets remain together, and 
with support from Marta Heflin Foundation, they will be able to expand their programmatric 
footprint. 
 
Support from Marta Heflin Foundation will be used to establish a more formal Foster and 
Emergency Care Program aimed at helping to care for pets whose vulnerable guardians are 
hospitalized.  More specifically, funding will go toward providing more comprehensive support to 
current clients as well as exploring the feasibility of providing these services to individuals who 
have not previously been a part of the Housecall Program. In addition to program management, 
funds will support volunteer training as well as costs associated with caring for pets in an 
emergency, including: veterinary care, pet food, transport, boarding, and supplies. 
 
PAWS NY is honored to be partnering with Marta Heflin Foundation on this innovative program 
that is serving an unmet need in the community. PAWS NY Founder and Executive Director, 
Rachel Herman, states, “We are so grateful to Marta Heflin Foundation for its support of this 
program.  This grant allows us to provide help in the most difficult of situations, and we are 
honored to have a partner who understands the importance of this work.”    
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About Pets Are Wonderful Support (PAWS NY) 
PAWS NY is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with a mission to preserve, support, and nurture 
the human-animal bond for New York City’s most vulnerable residents.  PAWS NY programs 
are aimed at keeping pets in their homes while protecting and promoting the bond that is so 
physically and emotionally valuable to its clients. For more information on PAWS NY, please 
visit http://pawsny.org. 
 
About Marta Heflin Foundation  
Marta Heflin Foundation was created in 2014 as part of the legacy of Marta Heflin, talented 
Broadway musical performer, cabaret singer, and well-known film actress. The Foundation is a 
private foundation which supports the work of other charitable organizations. 
 
 
 


